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Main developments in migration 
and international protection, 
including latest statistics

OVERARCHING CHANGES
The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic saw special 

provisions in implementing the Aliens Law extended to 
30 June 2022, primarily to reduce social contact. From 
1 January 2021, the newly established Federal Agency 
for Reception and Support Services company with limited 
liability  became responsible for legal advice and legal 
representation, return counselling and return assistance, 
human rights monitoring and  interpretation and transla-
tion services. 

LEGAL MIGRATION AND 
MOBILITY
The entry into force of the Withdrawal Agree-

ment between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland (UK) and the EU resulted in changes for 
Austrian employers, British employees, students and their 
family members from 1 January 2021. 

WORK�RELATED MIGRATION
Labour migration measures aimed to increase Austria’s 
attractiveness as a business location so as to meet the 
demand for skilled workers. A legislative amendment 
meant that foreign employees of (quasi-)international 
organisations and international non-governmental organ-
isations (INGOs) with privileges and immunities became 
generally exempt from the scope of the Act Governing 
the Employment of Foreign Nationals. The Regulation for 
Skilled Workers and the Quota Regulation on the Tempo-
rary Employment of Foreign Nationals in Tourism and in 
Agriculture and Forestry were enacted for 2022. Finally, 

amendments to the Act Governing the Employment of 
Foreign Nationals and the Settlement and Residence Act 
resulted in the adoption of a new Registered Seasonal 
Worker Regulation, simplifying the process to obtain work 
permits for seasonal workers under certain conditions. 
The maximum number of seasonal workers and harvest 
workers was omitted from the Settlement Regulation 
2022. The Posting of Workers Directive was transposed 
into national law, creating new protection standards for 

European Migration Network 

KEY POINTS
The COVID-19 pandemic saw temporary 
measures introduced to the Aliens Law, 
social and educational support, labour 
market integration, health information, 
border controls, removals from the country, 
and on-site assistance.

From 1 January 2021, the newly estab-
lished Federal Agency for Reception and 
Support Services  company with limited 
liability took on responsibility for legal 
advice and legal representation, return 
counselling and return assistance, human 
rights monitoring, and interpreting and 
translation services.

Various amendments to labour migration 
legislation aimed to meet the demand 
for skilled workers, increase Austria’s 
attractiveness as a business location, and 
prevent social dumping and labour ex-
ploitation.

https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_I_234/BGBLA_2021_I_234.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_I_234/BGBLA_2021_I_234.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20010683
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20010683
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20010683
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/themen/brexit.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_I_54/BGBLA_2021_I_54.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_II_573/BGBLA_2021_II_573.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_II_573/BGBLA_2021_II_573.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_II_569/BGBLA_2021_II_569.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_II_569/BGBLA_2021_II_569.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_II_569/BGBLA_2021_II_569.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_I_217/BGBLA_2021_I_217.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_I_217/BGBLA_2021_I_217.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_II_567/BGBLA_2021_II_567.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_II_567/BGBLA_2021_II_567.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_I_174/BGBLA_2021_I_174.html
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foreign workers to prevent social dumping and labour 
exploitation. 

INTERNATIONAL 
PROTECTION 

LEGISLATIVE AND POLICY 
DEVELOPMENTS RELATED TO 
INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION
From 1 January 2021, the Federal Agency for Reception 
and Support Services company with limited liability 
became responsible for providing legal advice at the 
Federal Office for Immigration and Asylum and before the 
Federal Administrative Court as well as for the provision 
of human rights observers, interpreters and translators. 
The Constitutional Court revoked two decrees which had 
restricted the employment of asylum seekers, as they 
were not properly promulgated and were thus deemed 
unlawful.

MINORS AND OTHER 
VULNERABLE GROUPS 

Between February and June 2021, a Commission on 

the Best Interests of the Child examined the legal 

framework and its practical implementation for children 

in asylum and right-to-remain procedures. It then made 

recommendations on procedural guarantees for minors. 

Parliament called on the Federal Government to improve 

the protection and legal status of children in respect of 

safeguarding quick guardianship for unaccompanied 

minor refugees and centring the child’s best interests in 

asylum procedures. 

 INTEGRATION 

NATIONAL INTEGRATION STRATEGY 
There was a focus on measures to mitigate the negative 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. Integration priorities 
also included the labour market, transmission of values 
and German-language skills, promoting women’s equality, 
interaction and volunteer work, and preventing parallel 
societies and extremism.

INVOLVEMENT OF MULTI�
STAKEHOLDERS INCLUDING NON�
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS
In order to implement the integration objectives, coopera-
tion with various stakeholders was strengthened in 2021. 
First, volunteer-based integration initiatives that help to 
strengthen integration in municipalities and regions were 
funded by the Austrian Integration Fund. Second, support 
was provided for cooperation against extremism and 
segregation, such as the work undertaken by the Vienna 

Forum.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING OF ADULTS/
LABOUR MARKET AND SKILLS
All German courses are organized in a standardized way 
and assigned centrally by the Austrian Integration Fund, 
as of 2021. The range was expanded to include special-
ised language courses for the restaurant and catering, 
hotel, tourism, and grocery sectors. Compulsory orien-
tation and values courses were extended to three days 
(from 2022).

FIGHTING RACISM AND DISCRIMINATION
From 1 November 2020, prejudicial motives are com-
prehensively recorded in the prosecution of hate crimes. 
Training courses and events targeted improved police 
recording of hate crimes.

BASIC SERVICES
COVID-19 vaccination is available free of charge to 
everyone living in Austria. Specific services were initiated 
for people granted asylum, beneficiaries of subsidiary 
protection status and migrants, including interpreters 
attending vaccination consultations. Multilingual informa-
tion on COVID-19 was also increased. Funding was pro-
vided for projects to mitigate the negative impacts of the 
pandemic on those at risk of poverty or social exclusion, 
and to prevent/protect against violence.

CITIZENSHIP AND 
STATELESSNESS 

ACQUISITION OF CITIZENSHIP
From 28 July 2021, individuals legally sentenced for 
terrorism could be deprived of their Austrian citizenship, 
provided they retained other citizenship.

BORDERS, SCHENGEN AND 
VISAS 

BORDER MANAGEMENT 
EU Border Management Regulations were implemented 
in national law with the aim of improving interoperability. 
This involved the implementation of the common elec-
tronic Entry/Exit System (EES) and the expansion of the 
Schengen Information System (SIS).

SCHENGEN GOVERNANCE
Border controls continued at Austria’s borders with Slove-
nia and Hungary. Temporary border controls with Slovak 
Republic and Czech Republic were introduced in spring 
2021 due to the pandemic.

https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20010683
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20010683
https://www.vfgh.gv.at/downloads/VfGH-Erkenntnis_V_95-96_2021_vom_23._Juni_2021.pdf
https://www.bmj.gv.at/themen/Kindeswohlkommission.html
https://www.bmj.gv.at/themen/Kindeswohlkommission.html
https://www.bmj.gv.at/dam/jcr:0a8466e4-c24a-4fd2-bfbc-c8b11facba2f/Bericht%20der%20Kindeswohlkommission_13.%20Juli%202021%20(Langfassung).pdf
https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXVII/I/I_01120/fname_1007199.pdf
https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXVII/I/I_01120/fname_1007199.pdf
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/bundeskanzleramt/nachrichten-der-bundesregierung/2021/06/integrationsministerin-raab-comeback-der-integration-mit-fokus-auf-arbeitsmarkt-wertevermittlung-und-deutsche-sprache.html
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/bundeskanzleramt/nachrichten-der-bundesregierung/2021/04/ministerin-raab-zu-integrationsbarometer-trotz-corona-macht-sich-jeder-zweite-sorgen-ueber-die-integration.html
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/bundeskanzleramt/nachrichten-der-bundesregierung/2021/04/ministerin-raab-zu-integrationsbarometer-trotz-corona-macht-sich-jeder-zweite-sorgen-ueber-die-integration.html
https://www.integrationsfonds.at/ehrenamtsfoerderung/
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/bundeskanzleramt/nachrichten-der-bundesregierung/2021/10/integrationsministerin-raab-europaeischer-schulterschluss-gegen-den-politischen-islam.html
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/bundeskanzleramt/nachrichten-der-bundesregierung/2021/10/integrationsministerin-raab-europaeischer-schulterschluss-gegen-den-politischen-islam.html
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/bundeskanzleramt/nachrichten-der-bundesregierung/2020/raab-aschbacher-deutschkurse-fuer-fluechtlinge-und-migranten-aus-einer-hand.html
https://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20210208_OTS0020/neues-oeif-angebot-taeglich-online-deutsch-lernen-fuer-gastronomie-hotellerie-und-tourismus
https://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20210208_OTS0020/neues-oeif-angebot-taeglich-online-deutsch-lernen-fuer-gastronomie-hotellerie-und-tourismus
https://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20210505_OTS0012/neue-oeif-online-deutschkurse-zum-berufsfeld-lebensmittelhandel?utm_source=2021-05-05&utm_medium=email&utm_content=html&utm_campaign=mailaboeinzel
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/bundeskanzleramt/nachrichten-der-bundesregierung/2021/11/bundesministerin-raab-werte--und-orientierungskurse-werden-ab-2022-deutlich-ausgebaut.html
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/bundeskanzleramt/nachrichten-der-bundesregierung/2021/11/bundesministerin-raab-werte--und-orientierungskurse-werden-ab-2022-deutlich-ausgebaut.html
https://www.bmi.gv.at/magazinfiles/2021/09_10/2400_vorurteilsmotive_erfasst.pdf
https://www.sozialministerium.at/Corona/Corona-Schutzimpfung/Corona-Schutzimpfung---Haeufig-gestellte-Fragen.html
https://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20211113_OTS0018/zusaetzliche-impfstationen-fuer-fluechtlinge-und-zugewanderte-oeif-weitet-angebot-aus
https://www.sozialministerium.at/dam/jcr:b356f8fb-000d-454c-945d-a025267630b8/SRL%20Armutsbek%C3%A4mpfung.pdf
https://www.sozialministerium.at/dam/jcr:b356f8fb-000d-454c-945d-a025267630b8/SRL%20Armutsbek%C3%A4mpfung.pdf
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/bundeskanzleramt/nachrichten-der-bundesregierung/2021/06/frauen-und-integrationsministerin-raab-neue-initiativen-im-kampf-gegen-gewalt-an-frauen.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_I_162/BGBLA_2021_I_162.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_I_206/BGBLA_2021_I_206.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_I_206/BGBLA_2021_I_206.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_II_457/BGBLA_2021_II_457.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_II_226/BGBLA_2021_II_226.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_II_226/BGBLA_2021_II_226.html
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IRREGULAR MIGRATION 
INCLUDING MIGRANT 
SMUGGLING

PREVENTING AND TACKLING 
IRREGULAR MIGRATION IN LEGAL 
MIGRATION CHANNELS 
The Passport Act Amendment came into force on 2 
August 2021, reflecting new international standards and 
simplifying the verification of documents. In accordance 
with the EU Directive, it applied to identity cards and 
residence documents of EU citizens and their family 
members. 

PREVENTING FACILITATION OF 
IRREGULAR MIGRATION �‘SMUGGLING’� 
AND PREVENTING IRREGULAR STAY 
Austria expanded its use of drones to organise personnel 
deployment more efficiently in border areas. The Federal 
Ministry of the Interior launched an online campaign on 
the risks and dangers of irregular migration, which was 
rolled out in a number of countries of origin/transit. Other 
preventive measures included information campaigns 
in Pakistan and countries in the Western Balkan region, 
and multilingual safety information for lorry drivers. 
On 1 January 2021, the Joint Coordination Platform in 
Vienna became operational. It seeks to improve oper-
ational cooperation with the Western Balkan region in 
border management, expulsions, and combating migrant 
smuggling. 

TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN 
BEINGS

NATIONAL STRATEGIC POLICY 
DEVELOPMENTS
The National Action Plan on Combating Human Trafficking 
2021-2023 was published in June 2021. Key elements 
are: (1) strengthening (inter)national cooperation, (2) pre-
vention through information and awareness-raising, (3) 
victim protection and prosecution of perpetrators, and (4) 
monitoring and research measures. Given the pandemic, 
there was also a focus on labour exploitation and the 
increased vulnerability of certain occupational groups. 

IDENTIFICATION AND INFORMATION 
TO VICTIMS OF TRAFFICKING 
IN HUMAN BEINGS
Austria focused on preventing trafficking in human beings 
by providing information and raising awareness among 
(potential) trafficked persons and certain occupational 
groups. 

RETURN AND 
READMISSION 

MAIN NATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS
The Federal Agency for Reception and Support Services 
company with limited liability became responsible for 
return counselling and return assistance from 1 January 
2021. Its tasks include: (1) clarification of the individual’s 
prospects, i.e. the option of voluntary return and relevant 
support services; and (2) in the event of a decision to 
return voluntarily, return assistance, i.e. measures and 
organisational steps for voluntary return. As of 1 Jan-
uary 2021, compulsory return counselling sessions are 
only provided once the return decision against a asylum 
seeker or lawfully resident third-country national is final 
or enforceable/practicable. Exceptions apply to unlawfully 
resident third-country nationals and accelerated proce-
dures. The possibility of receiving voluntary return coun-
selling at any stage of the procedure has been retained. 
In September 2021, the Constitutional Court recognised 
the issuing of a return decision and removal to Afghan-
istan following the Taliban takeover of the country as a 
violation of constitutionally guaranteed rights (Articles 2 
and 3 European Convention on Human Rights). 

MIGRATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT

NATIONAL ACTIONS
Austria continued to support the local population, 
refugees, internally displaced persons and their host 
communities in countries of origin/transit with bilateral 
humanitarian aid from the Foreign Disaster Fund. Parlia-
ment called on the Austrian Federal Government to fund 
projects promoting women’s rights and the prevention 
of violence. The Federal Government was also asked to 
step-up local assistance, international coordination, and 
other efforts in Afghanistan.

STATISTICAL ANNEX
The Statistical Annex was prepared by ICF, the 

European Migration Network Service Provider, with 
statistics provided by Eurostat. It provides an overview 
of the latest available statistics for Austria on aspects 
of migration and international protection (2018-2021), 
including legal residence, asylum, unaccompanied minors, 
integration, irregular migration, return and visas. Where 
statistics were not available at the time of publication, 
this is indicated in the Annex as “N/A”. 

https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2021_I_123/BGBLA_2021_I_123.html
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A32019R1157
https://www.bmi.gv.at/news.aspx?id=6566644F77726E333566553D
https://www.polizei.gv.at/wien/presse/eu/eu.aspx?nwid=664F59796E4E30765236383D&ctrl=3734335266674D385951343D&nwo=1
https://www.polizei.gv.at/wien/presse/eu/eu.aspx?nwid=664F59796E4E30765236383D&ctrl=3734335266674D385951343D&nwo=1
https://www.myths-about-migration.info/
https://www.bundeskriminalamt.at/bmi_documents/2590.pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-9909-2020-INIT/en/pdf
https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXVII/AB/AB_05622/imfname_953538.pdf
https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXVII/AB/AB_05622/imfname_953538.pdf
https://www.bmeia.gv.at/fileadmin/user_upload/Zentrale/Aussenpolitik/Menschenrechte/Beilage_1_VI._Nationaler_Aktionsplan_zur_Bekaempfung_des_Menschenhandels__NAP__2021-2023.pdf
https://www.bmeia.gv.at/fileadmin/user_upload/Zentrale/Aussenpolitik/Menschenrechte/Beilage_1_VI._Nationaler_Aktionsplan_zur_Bekaempfung_des_Menschenhandels__NAP__2021-2023.pdf
https://www.ots.at/presseaussendung/OTS_20210325_OTS0158/nehammer-2020-wurden-30-prozent-mehr-schlepper-festgenommen-schlepper-nutzen-angst-der-menschen-vor-pandemie
https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/PR/JAHR_2021/PK1090/index.shtml
https://www.bmi.gv.at/magazinfiles/2021/05_06/asylwesen_20210517.pdf
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2020_I_145/BGBLA_2020_I_145.html
https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXVII/I/I_00349/fname_819454.pdf
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/Vfgh/JFT_20210930_21E03445_00/JFT_20210930_21E03445_00.pdf
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/Vfgh/JFT_20210930_21E03445_00/JFT_20210930_21E03445_00.pdf
https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXVII/III/III_00482/imfname_1010443.pdf
https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXVII/III/III_00482/imfname_1010443.pdf
https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXVII/I/I_01265/fname_1032307.pdf
https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXVII/I/I_01265/fname_1032307.pdf
https://www.parlament.gv.at/PAKT/VHG/XXVII/E/E_00205/fname_1004003.pdf
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STATISTICAL ANNEX

GENERAL NOTES
This statistical annex complements the Country 

Factsheet with relevant migration-related data organised in up 
to nine thematic sections – depending on data availability. The 
dashboard-like layout of the annex allows comparability across 
countries as well as simultaneous visualisation of different 
indicators. Whenever data are not available, the relative chart 
is indicated with ‘N/A’. Data are provided for the latest available 
year or the latest available four-year period. For some indicators, 
data are rounded in the source. The sum of percentages or of 
individual values might not add up to 100 or to the total value. 
This is due to rounding and confidence intervals in the original 
data. For this edition, figures for Third Country Nationals refer to 
‘non-EU27 nor reporting country’ across all indicators and years. 
The How to Read Guide is available here.

COLOUR LEGEND
Whenever not specified, the following colour  
legend is adopted. Colours for multiple nationalities 
are randomly chosen.

 Data relative to Austria        Data relative to EU

Top 3 nationalities of number of first residence permits annually issued: number of 
permits and % of total annual permits
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_resfirst)

Third-Country Nationals (TCNs) as % of total population in the country (and in the EU) and 
in absolute numbers
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_pop1ctz)

719 393 (8,1%)

711 778 (8,0%)

703 443 (7,9%)

698 133 (7,9%)2018

2019

2020

2021

LEGAL MIGRATION AND MOBILITY

2017

2018

2019

2020

Syria 13 058 (23%) 
Afganistan 7 688 (14%) 
Serbia 4 426 (8%)

Afganistan 7 582 (16%) 
Syria 5 454 (12%) 
Serbia 3 956 (9%)

Afganistan 6 191 (16%) 
Serbia 3 764 (9%) 
Bosnia and Herzogovina 3 165 (8%)

Afganistan 5 134 (15%) 
Serbia 3 276 (9%) 
Syria 3 260 (9%)
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https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/networks/european-migration-network-emn/emn-publications/country-factsheets_en
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First residence permits annually issued: total number and % of total population in the 
country (and in the EU)
 SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_resfirst, migr_pop1ctz)

2017

2018

2019

2020 34 759 (0,39%)

39 865 (0,45%)

46 521 (0,53%)

55 968 (0,64%)

33% 47% 60%

8%

16%

2%

8%

7%
15%

51%

30%
24%

 Family

 Education

 Work 

 Other

 Refugee/sub prot.  

 Residence only  

 Humanitarian  

 Not specified  

 Highly skilled

 Researchers

 EU Blue Card

 Other

First residence permits 
annually issued by reason in 
2020
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_resfirst)

First residence permits 
annually issued for work 
reasons in 2020
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_resocc)

First residence permits 
annually issued for ‘other 
reasons’ in 2020
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_resoth)

INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION INCLUDING ASYLUM

Total/first-time asylum applications; first-time asylum applications as % of population in 
the country (and in the EU)
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_asyappctza, migr_pop1ctz)

2018

2019

2020

2021

13 710  0,13% (0,13%)

12 860  0,12% (0,14%)

14 760  0,15% (0,09%)

39 900  0,42% (0,12%)37 800

13 400

10 985

11 580  First-time    Total
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 0
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(0,6%)

(0,6%)

(0,7%)

(0,5%)
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Syria 3 300 (28%) 
Afganistan 1 765 (15%) 
Iran 1 050 (9%)

Syria 2 675 (24%) 
Afganistan 2 585 (23%) 
Iran 660 (6%)

Syria 5 080 (38%) 
Afganistan 2 825 (21%) 
Morocco 705 (5%)

Syria 15 710 (43%) 
Afganistan 7 830 (21%) 
Morocco 1 810 (5%)

Top 3 nationalities of annual number of first-time asylum applications: number of 
applications and % of total first-time annual applications
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_asyappctza)

2018

2019

2020

2021

Number of first-instance asylum decisions by outcome (% of total decisions) 
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_asydcfsta)

2018

2019

2020

2021

Geneva Convention 10 620 (31%) 
Subsidiary protection 3 620 (10%) 
Humanitarian protection 780 (2%) 
Rejected application 19 500 (56%)

Geneva Convention 5 620 (40%) 
Subsidiary protection 1 075 (8%) 
Humanitarian protection 725 (5%) 
Rejected application 6 465 (47%)

Geneva Convention 5 000 (48%) 
Subsidiary protection 1 050 (10%) 
Humanitarian protection 780 (7%) 
Rejected application 3 660 (35%)

Geneva Convention 9 500 (51%) 
Subsidiary protection 2 145 (11%) 
Humanitarian protection 460 (2%) 
Rejected application 6 655 (35%)

Top 3 nationalities of annual number of first-instance decisions: number of decisions 
(% of total decisions in the country) and % of positive outcomes
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_asydcfsta)

Afghanistan 12 595 (36%) 34% 

Syria 4 695 (14%) 98% 

Iraq 3 965 (11%) 32%

Afghanistan 3 045 (57%) 22% 

Syria 2 580 (97%) 19% 

Iran 1 095 (42%) 8%

Syria 1 960 (29%) 69% 

Afghanistan 2 995 (19%) 98% 

Russia 770 (7%) 75%

Syria 8 020 (98%) 98% 

Afghanistan 1 980 (11%) 77% 

Morocco 1 280 (7%) 0%

2018

2019

2020

2021

 Positive

 Negative

 Share out of 
total decisions 
in the country



7 EMN COUNTRY FACTSHEET AUSTRIA

Third-Country Nationals resettled: absolute number and as % of total resettled in the EU 
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_asyresa)

2018

2019

2020

2021

0 

0 

0

0

UNACCOMPANIED MINORS

Unaccompanied minors applying for asylum in the country (and % of total applications 
from unaccompanied minors in the EU)
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_asyunaa)

2018

2019

2020

2021 5 605

1 370

860

390

Unaccompanied minors as % of first asylum applications in the country (and in the EU)
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_asyunaa, migr_asyappctza)

2018

2019

2020

2021 14,8%

10,2%

7,8%

3,4%

0 2 4 6 8 1
0

1
2

1
4

0 1
0
0
0

2
0
0
0

3
0
0
0

4
0
0
0

5
0
0
0

6
0
0
0

(2,3%)

(6,1%)

(10,1%)

(24,0%)

(3,0%)

(2,2%)

(3,3%)

(4,4%)
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2017

2018

2019

2020 7 358 (1,04%)

8 616 (1,24%)

7 356 (1,06%)

7 503 (1,11%)

INTEGRATION

Integration indicators for nationals (light blue) and Third-Country Nationals (dark blue) in 
the country (when available). The same indicator is provided in yellow for the EU.
SOURCE: Eurostat (ilc_peps05, ilc_lvho15, edat_lfse_01, edat_lfse_23, lfsa_ergan, lfsa_urgan)

Nationals

TCNs

Overcrowding rate 
(18+)

Nationals

TCNs

Neither Employed 
nor in Education or 

Training (18-24)

Nationals

TCNs

Unemployment rate 
(15-64)

Nationals

TCNs

At risk of poverty 
or social exclusion 

(18+)

Nationals

TCNs

Early school leavers 
(18-24)

Nationals

TCNs

Employment rate 
(15-64)

Social 
Inclusion 

(2020)

Education 
(2021)

Labour 
Market 
(2021)

12,7% (19,6%) 

44,3% (48,0%)

8,0% (14,2%) 

44,4% (34,4%)

5,6% (8,4%) 

19,8% (26,0%)

8,6% (13,1%) 

22,3% (23,9%)

73,8% (69,0%) 

59,3% (56,4%)

4,9% (6,6%) 

15,5% (15,8%)

CITIZENSHIP AND STATELESSNESS

Third-Country Nationals who have acquired citizenship as a share of total Third-Country 
Nationals (in the country and in the EU) and in absolute numbers  
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_acqs, migr_acq)

Stateless, unknown citizens and recognised non-citizens (RNC) - where present
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_pop1ctz)

2018

2019

2020

2021 13 700

12 770

11 818

10 057

4 292

4 255

4 423

4 516 14 573

16 241

17 025

17 992

0 2
 0

0
0

4
 0

0
0

6
 0

0
0

8
 0

0
0

1
0

 0
0

0

0 5
 0

0
0

1
0

 0
0

0

1
5

 0
0

0

2
0

 0
0

0

 Unknown

 Stateless

 Total

(3,1%)

(2,7%)

(2,8%)

(2,8%)

0 1
0

2
0

3
0

4
0

5
0

6
0

7
0

8
0
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Top 3 nationalities by number of citizenship acquisition in 2020: absolute number and % 
of total acquisitions in the country by Third-Country Nationals 
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_acq)

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Serbia

Turkey

967 (11%)

943 (10%)

847 (9%)

BORDERS, SCHENGEN AND VISAS

Short-term visa issued (% of Schengen)
SOURCE: DG Migration and Home Affairs

2018

2019

2020

2021 39 393

41 934

306 458

280 847

0 5
0

 0
0

0

1
0

0
 0

0
0

1
5

0
 0

0
0

2
0

0
 0

0
0

2
5

0
 0

0
0

3
0

0
 0

0
0

Short-term visa issued in top 3 consulate countries (and % of total issued)
SOURCE: DG Migration and Home Affairs

2018

2019

2020

2021

China 80 400 (28,6%) 
Russia 39 429 (14,0%) 
India 34 792 (12,4%)

China 96 818 (31,6%) 
Russia 41 355 (13,5%) 
India 34 287 (11,2%)

Russia 10 337 (24,7%) 
Turkey 3 941 (9,4)% 
India 3 886 (9,3%)

Russia 9 273 (23,5%) 
Saudi Arabia 6 583 (16,7%) 
Turkey 3 712 (9,4%)

Top 3 nationalities ordered to leave the 
country in 2021, in absolute number and as 
a share of all nationalities ordered to leave 
the country 
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_eiord)

Morocco 

Serbia

Afganistan

1210 (12%)

1125 (11%)

870 (8%)

Top 3 nationalities returned to third country 
in 2021, in absolute number and as a share 
of all nationalities ordered to leave the 
country 
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_eirtn)

Serbia

Albania

Russia

1135 (25%)

390 (9%)

240 (5%)

IRREGULAR MIGRATION

(2,0%)

(2,0%)

(1,7%)

(1,6%)
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General statistics on irregular migration
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_eirfs, migr_eipre, migr_eiord, migr_eirtn)

2018

2019

2020

2021

400 

18 840 

10 690 

6 805

770 

16 090 

13 960 

6 800

310 

18 715 

9 165 

4 610

555 

38 410 

10 455 

4 480

 Refused entry at the 
external borders

 Found to be 
illegally present

 Ordered to leave (OTL)

 Returned to third 
country following 
an OTL

TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS

RETURN AND READMISSION

7 407

7 400

4 994

4 990

Number of Third-Country Nationals who le� the territory by type of return (in %) and 
total returns
SOURCE: Eurostat (migr_eirt_vol)

2018

2019

2020

2021 79% 21%

74% 26%

65% 35%

33% 67%

 Voluntary   

 Enforced 

 Total

Number of first residence permits issued to victims of trafficking in human beings.1 
SOURCE: Eurostat(migr_resoth)

2018

2019

2020

2021

0 

0 

0

0

1 Austria issues residence permits to victims of trafficking in human beings based on national regulations, rather than based on the EU Directive 2004/81/EC, as presented by Eurostat.. 


