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OVERARCHING AND CROSS-
Y= CUTTING CHANGES

On 1 December 2023, the Austrian Federal Government
decided on a cross-government strategic action plan to
tackle the shortage of skilled workers. It covered (1) skilled
immigration, (2) labour market integration of migrants,
persons granted asylum and beneficiaries of subsidiary
protection status already living in Austria, and (3) labour
market integration of displaced persons from Ukraine,
including their prospects for long-term residence.
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In response to the shortage of skilled workers across

all sectors, several developments were designed to
encourage labour migration. The Austrian Federal
Economic Chamber worked with the Federal Ministry of
Labour and Economy and the Austrian Business Agency
to implement the International Skilled Workers Initiative
in six focus countries. The list of shortage occupations
was extended and reached an all-time high in 2023, with
98 shortage occupations nationwide and 56 regionally.
An amendment to the Act Governing the Employment

In 2023, Austria adopted a cross-government strategic action plan to tackle the shortage of skilled workers, together
with other developments to encourage immigration and labour market access of skilled workers and to promote labour

market integration.

For displaced persons from Ukraine, Austria adapted the right of residence, labour market access and support services.

Austria strengthened its whole-of-government approach and engaged in greater bilateral cooperation in skilled

immigration, irregular migration, and return and reintegration.


https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/dam/jcr:43222201-1e5a-4fa3-b289-742f8729b0fd/79a_1_mrv.pdf
https://www.wko.at/fachkraefte/internationale-fachkraefte-offensive
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2022_II_488/BGBLA_2022_II_488.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_I_43/BGBLA_2023_I_43.pdfsig
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of Foreign Nationals made it possible for Red-White-

Red Card applicants to be awarded points not just for
German and English proficiency, but for Spanish, French,
Bosnian, Croatian and Serbian language skills. In addition,
digitalisation measures sped up processing times for
Red-White-Red Card applications. An amendment to the
Healthcare and Nursing Act made it easier for foreign care
assistants to access the labour market. The temporary
residence permit for school pupils was extended to
include pupils at schools for social care professions

by means of an amendment to the Settlement and
Residence Act. The level of German proficiency required
for a Red-White-Red Card for a regular worker in tourism,
agriculture and forestry was reduced from A2 level

to A1 level. The Migration and Mobility Partnership
Agreement between Austria and India came into force
on 1 September 2023 to promote the mobility of

skilled workers. The first joint working group meeting
between India and Austria on the implementation of the
agreement was held in December 2023. Austria and the
Philippines signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) on the recruitment of skilled workers in October
2023.

INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION

There were two relevant developments in housing costs
in basic care. Firstly, due to increased building, energy,
and personnel costs in winter 2022/23, it was decided
that from 1 October 2022 to 31 March 2023, the federal
state would reimburse the provinces for the financial
costs incurred from granting temporary cost-of-living
compensation to accommodation providers. Secondly,
the Federal Ministry of the Interior worked with the City
of Vienna to develop a Transparent Real Cost Model

to replace flat-rate cost claims and ensure greater
transparency, less bureaucracy, and more equitable
distribution of costs. The Constitutional Court ruled that
the independence of legal advice provided to asylum-
seekers by the Federal Agency for Reception and Support
Services is not adequately safeguarded by law, and law
makers were given until 1 July 2025 to create a new
regulation. However, the provision of legal advice by the
Federal Agency for Reception and Support Services was
confirmed to be constitutional.

TEMPORARY PROTECTION

AND OTHER MEASURES IN
RESPONSE TO RUSSIA’S WAR OF
AGGRESSION AGAINST UKRAINE

On the basis of an amendment to the Regulation on
Displaced Persons and a Council Implementing Decision
at EU level, the temporary right of residence for displaced
persons from Ukraine was extended until 4 March 2025.
The Constitutional Court ruled that Ukrainian nationals

who had left Ukraine not long before 24 February 2022
were still resident in Ukraine on this cut-off date and
were thus entitled to temporary protection in Austria.
Developments were designed to promote the labour
market integration of displaced persons. In January 2023,
the Provincial Government Coordination Board increased
the exemption threshold for displaced persons in basic
care. In April 2023, an amendment to the Act Governing
the Employment of Foreign Nationals gave displaced
persons unrestricted access (no permit required) to the
labour market. Based on a decision of the Supreme Court,
displaced persons became entitled to a long-term care
allowance, provided they met the other requirements. In
December 2023, the inclusion of displaced persons in the
Austrian health insurance system and their entitlement to
family benefits were extended until 4 March 2025.

UNACCOMPANIED MINORS AND
OTHER VULNERABLE GROUPS

The temporary cost-of-living compensation provided
the provinces with financial resources that could be
used to house unaccompanied minors in organised
accommodation. Cost claims based on the Transparent
Real Cost Model were introduced for unaccompanied
minors and persons with special care needs in Vienna,
with retrospective effect from 1 January 2023. In May
2023, the Federal Administrative Court published an
updated version of the guidelines on the best interests
of the child in asylum and aliens’ law. A working aid

for judges, the guidelines outline the key criteria for
assessing the best interests of the child based on the
latest case-law. In August 2023, the Federal Agency

for Reception and Support Services published a child
protection concept that includes safeguards for cases
where the best interests of the child are at particular risk,
such as when unaccompanied minors go missing.

INTEGRATION AND
INCLUSION OF MIGRANTS

In accordance with the implementation of the
government programme, the Austrian Integration Fund
set up the new Integration Service for Professionals,
offering support, advice and information to professionals
and their families. Additional funds were made available
to promote the labour market integration of foreign
care workers, while a new free online specialist language
course was launched on the Language Portal (an online
learning platform provided by the Austrian Integration
Fund). The Austrian Integration Fund digitalised

various processes, with digital certificates issued for
integration and language tests from January 2023.The
Austrian Integration Fund also introduced a new digital
assessment process: in a single appointment, advice
could be provided, learning level assessed and a course


https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_I_43/BGBLA_2023_I_43.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_I_108/BGBLA_2023_I_108.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_I_108/BGBLA_2023_I_108.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_I_175/BGBLA_2023_I_175.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_I_175/BGBLA_2023_I_175.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_I_43/BGBLA_2023_I_43.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_I_43/BGBLA_2023_I_43.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_III_127/Anlagen_0002_5A165961_9748_402A_A394_31D68B742BBD.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_III_127/Anlagen_0002_5A165961_9748_402A_A394_31D68B742BBD.pdfsig
https://ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_I_28/BGBLA_2023_I_28.pdfsig
https://ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_I_28/BGBLA_2023_I_28.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2024_I_1/BGBLA_2024_I_1.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokument.wxe?Abfrage=Vfgh&Entscheidungsart=Undefined&Sammlungsnummer=&Index=&SucheNachRechtssatz=True&SucheNachText=True&GZ=G328%2f2022&VonDatum=&BisDatum=05.01.2024&Norm=&ImRisSeitVonDatum=&ImRisSeitBisDatum=&ImRisSeit=Undefined&ImRisSeitForRemotion=Undefined&ResultPageSize=100&Suchworte=&Position=1&SkipToDocumentPage=true&ResultFunctionToken=c3001fe1-3d20-46df-b7f5-2200ab023043&Dokumentnummer=JFT_20231214_22G00328_00
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_II_27/BGBLA_2023_II_27.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_II_27/BGBLA_2023_II_27.pdfsig
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32023D2409
https://www.vfgh.gv.at/downloads/VfGH-Erkenntnis_E_3249_2022_vom_15._Maerz_2023.pdf
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_I_43/BGBLA_2023_I_43.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_I_43/BGBLA_2023_I_43.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/Justiz/JJT_20230822_OGH0002_010OBS00062_23Z0000_000/JJT_20230822_OGH0002_010OBS00062_23Z0000_000.pdf
https://www.parlament.gv.at/aktuelles/pk/jahr_2023/pk1400
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_I_184/BGBLA_2023_I_184.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_I_184/BGBLA_2023_I_184.pdfsig
https://ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_I_28/BGBLA_2023_I_28.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2024_I_1/BGBLA_2024_I_1.html
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2024_I_1/BGBLA_2024_I_1.html
https://www.bvwg.gv.at/Kindeswohl_-_Leitfaden_15.05.2023.pdf?92t42j
https://www.bbu.gv.at/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Kinderschutzkonzept_Onlineversion_Deutsch.pdf
https://www.bbu.gv.at/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Kinderschutzkonzept_Onlineversion_Deutsch.pdf
https://www.integrationsfonds.at/der-oeif/presse/detail/bundesministerin-raab-besucht-neuen-integrationsservice-fuer-fachkraefte-1-18490/
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/bundeskanzleramt/nachrichten-der-bundesregierung/2023/05/mehr-mittel-fuer-arbeitsmarktintegration-von-migrantinnen-und-migranten-im-pflegebereich.html
https://www.integrationsfonds.at/newsbeitrag/deutschlernen-fuer-auslaendische-pflegekraefte-oeif-hilfswerk-und-altenbetreuungsschule-ooe-praesentieren-neuen-online-fachsprachenkurs-18743/
https://www.integrationsfonds.at/newsbeitrag/deutschlernen-fuer-auslaendische-pflegekraefte-oeif-hilfswerk-und-altenbetreuungsschule-ooe-praesentieren-neuen-online-fachsprachenkurs-18743/
https://www.integrationsfonds.at/vergabe/
https://www.integrationsfonds.at/vergabe/
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booked. German courses were awarded to training
providers via an award procedure for the first time in
2023, replacing the previous project funding system.

CITIZENSHIP AND STATELESSNESS

No significant developments to report in 2023.

BORDERS, VISA AND SCHENGEN

The Austrian representation authorities supported
those affected by the earthquake in Tlrkiye and Syria
in February 2023 by processing their visa applications
as quickly as possible. The temporary internal border
controls at the borders with Slovenia and Hungary
were maintained in 2023. Temporary controls were
reintroduced at the borders with Slovakia and the Czech
Repubilic to ensure public peace, order and security, as
well as combating smugglers’ organisations. A training
centre for Tunisian border guards opened in November
2023, as an Austrian initiative, in cooperation with
Denmark and Tunisia.

IRREGULAR MIGRATION

In 2023, the Federal Ministry of the Interior and the Federal
Ministry for European and International Affairs remained
committed to preventing irregular migration and reducing
the number of applications for asylum in Austria. Measures
included border controls and measures against smugglers’
networks, including bilateral and multilateral police
cooperation. In April 2023, Austria and Romania agreed a
bilateral action plan to tackle the smuggling of migrants,
and it was arranged that Romanian liaison officers would
be regularly deployed to the Joint Coordination Platform
(JCP). The JCP strengthened its cooperation with Western
Balkan partners on migration management, including
return and border management. In June 2023, Austria and
Bulgaria agreed the Austrian-Bulgarian Action Plan on
preventing illegal migration. Austria also strengthened its
cooperation with third countries on irregular migration. In
February, Austria and Morocco signed a Joint Declaration
that covers migration-related issues. The Migration and
Mobility Partnership Agreement between Austria and
India was signed in May 2023 and came into force on 1
September 2023. An implementing protocol to the EU
Readmission Agreement on the readmission of persons
staying irregularly was signed with Armenia in July 2023.
An MoU was signed with Iraq in July 2023, covering
intensified cooperation on irregular migration. In addition,
non-binding agreements were signed with other states,
including an MoU between Austria, Hungary and Serbia.

TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS

In June 2023, the Federal Office for Immigration and Asylum
updated its internal guidelines for employees responsible
for decision-making under the Dublin Ill Regulation
(604/2013/EU) and added a chapter on trafficking in
human beings. In October 2023, under the aegis of the
Task Force on Combating Human Trafficking, the Federal
Ministry for European and International Affairs organised
the Vienna Conference on Combating Trafficking in Human
Beings, focusing on cross-border aspects. In December
2023, the first training course on child trafficking was

held for employees at the Federal Office for Immigration
and Asylum. At the end of the year, a draft of the seventh
National Action Plan on Combating Human Trafficking
(2024-2027) was negotiated within the Task Force.

RETURN AND READMISSION

The Federal Ministry of the Interior focused on further
establishing foundations and deepening cooperation
with countries of origin, as well as increasing the number
of returns in 2023. Voluntary return continued to be
prioritised and Austria offered reintegration programmes
for voluntary returnees in 40 countries of origin. For
example, in the second half of the year, a package of
holistic measures was implemented to promote voluntary
return to Iraq: Iragi nationals who applied for voluntary
return between October and December 2023 and who
fulfilled all requirements received € 1 000 in addition

to return assistance and support. Important steps were
taken in cooperation with relevant countries of origin.
Return cooperation was a key component of the Joint
Declaration between Austria and Morocco in February.

In March, Austria took part in a Joint Outward Mission

to Pakistan for the first time. An MoU on readmission
cooperation was concluded with Iraq in July, followed

by an MoU on security in September. The Migration

and Mobility Partnership Agreement between Austria
and India entered into force on 1 September 2023 and
contained provisions on the forced return of nationals
obliged to leave the country. The new partnership
agreement between the EU and its Member States and
the members of the Organisation of African, Caribbean
and Pacific States (OACPS) (Samoa Agreement), signed in
November 2023, covers a wide range of areas, including
return, readmission and reintegration.

MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT

There was greater emphasis on migration in Austrian
development cooperation. To alleviate humanitarian
disasters and create prospects in the regions affected,
the Federal Government decided to increase the Foreign
Disaster Relief Fund to € 77.5 million. It also made one of
the largest individual payouts from the fund for the work
of Austrian non-governmental organisations (NGOs) in


https://www.integrationsfonds.at/vergabe/
https://www.parlament.gv.at/dokument/XXVII/SBI/5058/imfname_1553710.pdf
https://www.parlament.gv.at/dokument/XXVII/SBI/5058/imfname_1553710.pdf
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/Bundesnormen/NOR40256910/NOR40256910.pdf
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_II_349/BGBLA_2023_II_349.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_II_357/BGBLA_2023_II_357.pdfsig
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_II_357/BGBLA_2023_II_357.pdfsig
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https://www.bundeskriminalamt.at/news.aspx?id=39696C46317A3052506C593D
https://www.bundeskriminalamt.at/news.aspx?id=39696C46317A3052506C593D
https://www.parlament.gv.at/dokument/XXVII/AB/14002/imfname_1558521.pdf
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/Dokumente/BgblAuth/BGBLA_2023_III_127/Anlagen_0002_5A165961_9748_402A_A394_31D68B742BBD.pdfsig
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humanitarian crisis areas. In October 2023, the Federal
Government adopted a new humanitarian aid strategy
that focused on innovation, quality and the linking of
humanitarian aid, development cooperation and peace-
building. The strategy stipulates that Austria will support
refugees, internally displaced persons, and host societies
by providing humanitarian aid at a local level, and tackle
the causes of displacement.

@ STATISTICAL ANNEX

The statistical annex available on the next pages
complements the Country Factsheet and provides an
overview of the latest available statistics for Austria on
aspects of migration and international protection. It was
prepared by Eurostat and it is organised in ten thematic
sections, including legal residence, temporary protection,
asylum, unaccompanied minors, integration, irregular
migration, return and visas. The dashboard-like layout of
the annex allows comparability across countries as well as
simultaneous visualisation of different indicators.

The data presented in the annex regard third-country
nationals, which means persons who are not EU citizens,
including stateless persons. The data cover the period
2020-2023. Since 2023 data were not available at the
time of publication for certain datasets, in these cases the

period 2020-2022 is covered. Exceptionally, the monthly
data on temporary protection covers the period until
March 2024. The data were extracted during April-May
2024. The manuscript was completed in May 2024.
The Eurostat website is constantly updated. Therefore, it
is likely that more recent data will have become available
since. An online data code available under each figure
can be used to directly access the latest data on Eurostat’s
website.

For some indicators, data are rounded at the source. Due to
this, in some cases, the sum of percentages or of individual
values might not add up to 100 or to the total value.

A‘How to read the statistical annex’ guide, describing
each individual chart and providing links to the data
sources, is available here.


https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/dam/jcr:08e29b92-87cd-46e5-8d7f-14da50f4438e/72_11_mrv.pdf
https://www.bundeskanzleramt.gv.at/dam/jcr:46a3d48f-982b-4974-98bc-b629bc8066ec/72_11_beilage.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/data/database
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/main/data/database
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2024-10/ESTAT_CF_how2read.pdf
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Third-country nationals, 1 January 2020-2023
Share of the total population in % (and the absolute number)

2020
2021
2022
2023

8.0% (716 033)

8.1% (723 685)

8.3% (745 977)

9.3% (847 309)

Source: Eurostat (migr_pop1ctz)

Age structure of nationals and third-country nationals, 1 January 2023

%

100 + I
95-99

90-94

80-84
75-79
70-74
65-69
coes I B |

55-59

45-49
30-34
20-24
5-9
M Blue: Male IYeIIow Female
Solid colour: third-country nationals
Source: Eurostat (migr_pop1ctz) Bordered: nationals

First residence permits issued to third-country nationals, 2020-2022
Number per 1 000 people (and the absolute number)

2020
2021
2022

3.9(34759)
5.4 (47 892)

6.2 (55 258)

Source: Eurostat (migr_resfirst, migr_pop1ctz and migr_respop)


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/f11d7100-2273-48cd-8264-6b2186ca2201?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/cb2d68e8-669f-4ece-88af-09cc808d4d62?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/a2c28175-ab96-4963-8572-4c910bea08b6?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/55546f21-f148-4cdf-971b-0b63ec2f7f70?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/579d9bb0-d787-44ee-8555-c77e939671f7?lang=en
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Top 3 countries whose citizens received first residence permits, 2020-2022
Absolute number (and the share in total number)

Afghanistan 5 134 (14.8%)
Serbia 3 276 (9.4%)
Syria 3 260 (9.4%)

2020

Syria 8212 (17.1%)
Afghanistan 5651 (11.8%)
Serbia 3 806 (7.9%)

2021

Syria 12 053 (21.8%)
2022 Serbia 4 557 (8.2%)

Afghanistan 4 491 (8.1%)

Source: Eurostat (migr_resfirst)

First residence permits issued, distribution by reason or type, 2022

All permits, Work reason, Other reason,
by reason, % by type, % by detailed reason, %

Work 9.8%

Family 31.4% Highly skilled
workers 54.1%

Refugee and subsidiary
protection status 68.9%

Education 8.6%

Researchers 12.0%

EU Blue card 8.5% Humanitarian status 8.9%
Residence only 2.0%

Other 50.1%

Other work reasons

(including seasonal .
workers) 25.5% Other (not specified) 20.2%

Source: Eurostat (migr_resfirst, migr_resfpc, migr_resocc and migr_resoth)


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/08e698cc-61bd-4bd3-bed7-3d34b90cc66f?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/4d8c5145-b8f3-4de5-b179-03a5f1f232f9?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/faf58299-8476-4728-9c81-28ce3af32c1e?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/4559c4e7-1f22-4bd0-9e7d-9fc54aa5c6d6?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/b5175c81-8f93-475c-b18d-5d456a0d6e6e?lang=en

EMN Country Factsheet: AUSTRIA 7

ﬁ%% INTERNATIONAL PROTECTION INCLUDING ASYLUM

Asylum applicants by type of application, 2020-2023
Absolute number (and the number per 1 000 people)

Total asylum applicants 14 760 (1.7)

2020 First-time asylum applicants 13 400 (1.5)

Total asylum applicants 39 900 (4.5)
2021 First-time asylum applicants 37 800 (4.2)

Subsequent applicants* 2 010 (0.2)

Total asylum applicants 112 245 (12.5)
2022 First-time asylum applicants 109 775 (12.2)

Subsequent applicants 2 470 (0.3)

Total asylum applicants 58 660 (6.4)
2023 First-time asylum applicants 55 605 (6.1)

Subsequent applicants 3 055 (0.3)

* Data collection from 2021.
Source: Eurostat (migr_asyappctza, migr_pop1ctz and migr_asyappmp)

Top 3 countries of citizenship - first-time asylum applicants, 2020-2023
Absolute number (and the share in total number of first-time applicants)

Syria 5 080 (37.9 %)
Afghanistan 2 825 (21.1 %)
Morocco 705 (5.3 %)

2020

Syria 16 130 (42.7 %)
2021 Afghanistan 8 050 (21.3 %)

Morocco 1 850 (4.9 %)

Afghanistan 24 445 (22.3 %)
India 19 855 (18.1 %)
Syria 19 585 (17.8 %)

2022

Syria 20 635 (37.1 %)
2023 Afghanistan 7 715 (13.9 %)

Turkiye 7 655 (13.8 %)

Source: Eurostat (migr_asyappctza)


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/def6564e-d33f-444e-806e-9564861efc3d?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/bb7ed503-8f5a-482d-b7ec-a4cdac93972f?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/482d3315-477d-4d18-9498-df2d047ae0ba?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/4d2603c5-92da-47f8-a695-3d4b6a2c4ff9?lang=en
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First instance asylum decisions by outcome, 2020-2023
Absolute number (and the share of the total)

2020
2021
2022
2023
M Refugee status I Subsidiary protection status M Humanitarian status [l Rejected

Year Subsidiary protection status Rejected

number (share of total) number (share of total)

2020 5000 (47.6%) 1050 (10.0%) 780 (7.4%) 3660 (34.9%)

2021 9500 (50.6%) 2145 (11.4%) 460 (2.5%) 6 655 (35.5%)

2022 11 455 (29.4%) 4815 (12.3%) 290 (0.7%) 22 440 (57.5%)

2023 14 705 (39.4%) 8240 (22.1%) 245 (0.7%) 14 095 (37.8%)

Source: Eurostat (migr_asydcfsta and migr_asydec1pc)

Top 3 countries of citizenship granted positive asylum decisions at first instance, 2023
Absolute number (and the share in total positive decisions; and the recognition rate)

Syria 17 115 (73.8%; 98.9%)

2023 Afghanistan 2 660 (11.5%; 93.7%)

Somalia 1 150 (5.0%; 79.9%)

Source: Eurostat (migr_asydcfsta)


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/dcdfa854-ca68-4a1d-8601-3e824ec9f697?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/d5fd1108-151c-4581-9392-0b57fb0b1dd5?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/fa859035-545e-40a9-89cc-965d00947744?lang=en
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Resettled third-country nationals by sex, 2020-2023
Absolute number (and the share of total resettled third-country nationals)

2020 | None
2021 | None
2022 | None
2023 | None

Source: Eurostat (migr_asyresa)

Number of positive decisions for third-country nationals, by outcome, 2020-2023

2020 2021 2022 2023

M Refugee status M Subsidiary protection status M Humanitarian status Il Resettled persons

Year Subsidiary protection status Resettled persons
2020 8260 2650 2070 0
2021 12145 4430 2270 0
2022 13920 5985 1370 0
2023 17 635 8620 580 0

Source: Eurostat (migr_asydcfsta, migr_asydcfina and migr_asyresa)


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/10d9f112-067b-4395-a1d9-0f5b5b9f5a02?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/0a7652c3-dc3b-4e5b-9e20-06e00dbd6c8b?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/bf2b9f86-3011-4b41-9b66-cfdaf05403b2?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/76f5a396-49b4-4271-a0d3-f4289eca2f8e?lang=en
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(“) TEMPORARY PROTECTION

Beneficiaries of temporary protection by age and sex at the end of March 2024
Absolute number (and the share of the total)

Women

36 625 (50.2%)

Source: Eurostat (migr_asytpsm)

Number of decisions providing temporary protection to people displaced from Ukraine
due to Russia’s invasion, March 2022-March 2024

N March 32230
T April 26 680
DN may 9 545

_ June 5140

I July 3 480
_ August 3 590
- September 3 075
- October 2 900
I November 2315
- December 1730
B Janvary 1750

I February 1740
B varch 1765

I April 1 205

Il vay 1305

5023 I June 1630

Bl uyi415

I August 1440

- September 1 765
- October 1630

- November 1 645

. December 1 045

I January 1320
2024 [l February 1100
I march 1280

2022

Source: Eurostat (migr_asytpfm)


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/21a10155-2fba-4dad-80be-602537dd5575?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/65d97c6a-6b48-4942-910b-0cbc85193a18?lang=en
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Distribution by age and sex of decisions providing temporary protection to people displaced from
Ukraine due to Russia’s invasion, March 2022-March 2024

M Children EWomen M Men

Mar
Apr
May
Jun
2022 l
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
Jun

Jul

2023

Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec

Jan
2024 Feb

Mar

Source: Eurostat (migr_asytpfm)


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/bfd4bd0a-30c7-4940-aaac-226969b8fc0e?lang=en
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g} UNACCOMPANIED MINORS

Unaccompanied minors applying for asylum, 2020-2023

Number (and the share in total number of unaccompanied minors in the EU)

2020
2021
2022
2023*

1370(10.1%)
5605 (22.3%)

13 275 (33.9%)
4945 (12.1%)

Share of all first-time asylum applicants

2020
2021
2022
2023

14.8%

Share of all first-time asylum applicants aged less than 18 years

2020
2021
2022
2023

58.2%

*The total number of unaccompanied minors in the EU used to calculate the share includes 2022 data for Cyprus.

Source: Eurostat (migr_asyunaa and migr_asyappctza)


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/6f320d99-d2da-466e-971f-af049b310d14?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/bf82dd99-4f29-45e4-8adb-f21ecfa8bfe3?lang=en
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First instance asylum decisions on applications lodged by unaccompanied minors by outcome,
2021-2023

Absolute number (and the share of the total)

Refugee status M Subsidiary protection status B Humanitarian status [ Rejected

Year RECESEIEN Subsidiary protection status Rejected
number (share of total) number (share of total) number (share of total)

2023

2021 140 (36.8%) 205 (53.9%) 0(0.0%) 30 (7.9%)
2022 155 (30.1%) 325 (63.1%) 5(1.0%) 30 (5.8%)
2023 150 (21.7%) 500 (72.5%) 0(0.0%) 40 (5.8%)

Source: Eurostat (migr_asyumdcfa)


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/7a61685e-fbf1-46c7-bc01-a3a56b4aece3?lang=en
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#%4" INTEGRATION

Integration indicators, 2022 or 2023

Education, 2023

Share of tertiary educated
(levels 5-8), persons aged 25-35
years

Third-country nationals 35.7%
Nationals 43.6%

Participation rate in education
and training (previous 4 weeks),
persons aged 25-64 years

Third-country nationals 16.3%
Nationals 17.0%
Share of early leavers from

education and training, persons
aged 18-24 years

Third-country nationals 16.3%
Nationals 6.8%

Labour market, persons aged 20-64 years, 2023

Third-country nationals 62.9%
Nationals 78.9%

Employment rate

Third-country nationals 43.8%

Over-qualification rate
. Nationals 23.7%

Third-country nationals 12.6%

Unemployment rate
ploy Nationals 3.6%

Social inclusion, 2023

Share of persons at risk of
poverty and social exclusion,
persons aged >= 18 years

Third-country nationals 47.0%
Nationals 12.4%
Share of persons living in a

household with a very low work
intensity, persons aged 18-64 years

Third-country nationals 12.7%
Nationals 4.7%
Share of persons in severe

material and social deprivation,
persons aged >= 18 years

Third-country nationals 10.7%
Nationals 2.8%

Housing, persons aged >= 18 years, 2023

Third-country nationals 12.6%

Home ownership rate .
Nationals 61.2%

) Third-country nationals 43.9%
Overcrowding rate .
Nationals 7.5%

Health, persons aged >= 16 years, 2022
Share of persons who perceive

their health as very good or
good

Third-country nationals 69.7%
Nationals 69.7%

Self-reported unmet needs for I Third-country nationals 1.0%
medical care Nationals 1.0%

Source: Eurostat (edat_Ifs_9911, trng_Ifs_12, edat_Ifse_01, Ifsa_ergan, Ifsa_eoqgan, Ifsa_urgan, ilc_peps05n, ilc_Ivhl15n, ilc_mdsd15, ilc_Ivps15, ilc_Ivho15, hith_silc_24 and hith_silc_30)


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/dc28933e-9a2b-4c3f-9e79-1af071b568c1?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/a80fdb56-da88-43e3-9c7a-587193dc3f80?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/6a13e4fb-414a-4463-88e1-6f3700b7a3a6?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/fb39ab04-85f4-4fa1-a022-3df86040c399?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/5bd3f3be-c18f-48e9-90d1-a5a0caf8a25d?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/6251bec2-358e-4507-9389-6aa4e8c6c3ce?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/8eea3c3a-d0c5-4a4c-ad49-0975c7a72177?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/39c12b75-2269-42db-bf65-9399cb122708?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/0fc3e029-63b1-4d68-9a11-f30b60161064?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/10ba8693-9a35-4285-aa1c-43076720e6b6?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/3c4599d4-6dea-4eb8-94bb-b482e567febf?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/15ade8bf-f863-401b-b5d8-95e906bf9084?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/55508121-c713-4672-836d-46922d02cbfd?lang=en
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@ CITIZENSHIP AND STATELESSNESS

Third-country nationals who acquired citizenship, 2020-2022
Absolute number (and share of total third-country nationals in the country)

2020
2021
2022

7 246 (1.0%)
8132(1.1%)
9274 (1.2%)

Source: Eurostat (migr_acq and migr_pop1ctz)

Stateless persons and persons with unknown citizenship, 2020-2023
Absolute number (and the number per 1 000 people)

2020 Unknown 12 770 (1.4)

2021 Unknown 13 700 (1.5)

2022 Unknown 14 393 (1.6)

2023 Unknown 15 122 (1.7)

Source: Eurostat (migr_pop1ctz)

Top 3 countries of previous non-EU citizenships of persons acquiring citizenship, 2020-2022
Absolute number (and the share of all acquisitions by third-country nationals)

Bosnia and Herzegovina 967 (13.3%)
Serbia 943 (13.0%)
Tiirkiye 846 (11.7%)

2020

Tirkiye 1 100 (13.5%)
Bosnia and Herzegovina 921 (11.3%)
Serbia 782 (9.6%)

2021

Syria 1 165 (12.6%)
Turkiye 1 084 (11.7%)
Bosnia and Herzegovina 799 (8.6%)

2022

Source: Eurostat (migr_acq)


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/5809efb5-cb22-4e89-a6d2-9b3e3d4e01bd?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/f11d7100-2273-48cd-8264-6b2186ca2201?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/191dfbb8-b563-45c5-85ee-02997fcce8bf?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/5fdb4cfc-b506-40b6-a7fc-bdc4a476d14e?lang=en
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*’)))) BORDERS, SCHENGEN AND VISAS

Schengen uniform short-stay visas issued, 2020-2023
Absolute number (and the share of all uniform short-stay visas issued within the Schengen Area)

2020
2021
2022
2023

41952 (1.6%)
39421 (1.6%)
125311 (2.1%)

194 328 (2.3%)

Note: Uniform short-stay visas (C visas) entitle the holder to stay in the territories of all Schengen States for up to 90 days within a 180-day period. Such visas may be issued
for the purpose of a single entry or multiple entries.

Source: Directorate-General for Migration and Home Affairs

Three consulate countries in which the most Schengen uniform short-stay visas were issued,
2020-2023

Number of uniform short-stay visas issued (and the share of all uniform short-stay visas issued in
consulate countries)

Russia 10 337 (24.7%)
China 4 909 (11.7%)
Thailand 3 941 (9.4%)

2020

Russia 9 273 (23.5%)
Saudi Arabia 6 583 (16.7%)
Tirkiye 3 712 (9.4%)

2021

India 18 835 (15.0%)
Saudi Arabia 16 387 (13.1%)
Tiirkiye 10 189 (8.1%)

2022

India 31 926 (16.4%)
Saudi Arabia 27 987 (14.4%)
China 25 027 (12.9%)

2023

Note: the consulate country might not be the same as the country of citizenship of the visa applicant.
Source: Directorate-General for Migration and Home Affairs


https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/schengen-borders-and-visa/visa-policy/short-stay-visas-issued-schengen-countries_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies/schengen-borders-and-visa/visa-policy/short-stay-visas-issued-schengen-countries_en
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£ IRREGULAR MIGRATION

Third-country nationals subject to immigration law enforcement, 2020-2023
Absolute number (and the number per 1 000 people)

Persons refused entry

2020 |310(0.03)
2021 |555(0.1)
2022 | 575(0.1)
2023 | 680 (0.1)

Persons found to be illegally present

2020
2021
2022
2023

18715(2.1)
38410 (4.3)
105545 (11.8)
59 465 (6.5)

Persons ordered to leave

2020
2021
2022
2023

9165 (1.0)
10455 (1.2)

24 755 (2.8)

18 195 (2.0)

Persons returned to a third country

2020 4610 (0.5)
2021 4480 (0.5)
2022 5260 (0.6)
2023 6780 (0.7)

Source: Eurostat (migr_eirfs, migr_eipre, migr_eiord, migr_eirtn, demo_gind and migr_eilpop)


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/c1d971a6-a5da-4941-9dc4-9865437a46af?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/0d68c2a1-d049-4c42-be36-8cdab0cd1079?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/c5e52991-b9cb-4a0b-ac5d-552302b9aa7b?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/f8a9fd84-4e7e-48fb-9fd9-aabc7acaf40d?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/b68126da-0909-47a4-9154-cbc10b4c06a4?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/27e99b7e-c623-40df-874e-3212d946687e?lang=en
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Top 3 countries of citizenship of third-country nationals subject to
immigration law enforcement, 2023
Absolute numbers (and the shares in the respective totals)

Persons refused entry

Albania 140 (20.6%)
Georgia 120 (17.6%)
Serbia 40 (5.9%)

Persons found to be illegally present

Syria 12100 (20.3%)

Turkiye 9 880 (16.6%)

Afghanistan 7 405 (12.5%)

15000

Persons ordered to leave

Morocco 5720 (31.4%)
India 2150(11.8%)
Tirkiye 1750 (9.6%)

000

10000
12500
15000

Persons returned to a third country

Serbia 1075 (15.9%)
Georgia 525 (7.7%)

500
5000

7 500
10000
12500
15000

0

Source: Eurostat (migr_eirfs, migr_eipre, migr_eiord and migr_eirtn)


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/c75c34a7-a203-4443-b8f0-ec4864c033d9?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/29506cfa-2d98-43fb-a097-bc9b961ff00c?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/481bb831-5248-49e5-9ab2-206788c23f09?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/ffbeb7cf-4125-43da-b660-3069fb0804e5?lang=en
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2/ TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS

Number of third-country nationals victims of trafficking in human beings, 2020-2022

2020 252
2021

2022 314

Source: Eurostat (crim_thb_vctz)

Number of first residence permits issued to victims of trafficking in human beings, 2020-2022

2020 | None
2021 None
2022 | None

Note: Austria issues residence permits to victims of trafficking in human beings based on national regulations,
rather than based on EU Directive 2004/81/EC, as presented by Eurostat.

Source: Eurostat (migr_resoth)


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/d898e1d5-c5cf-4795-8971-9a17b2ef4b93?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/7ffa4b06-2067-42ff-9c06-491b6324a3db?lang=en
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’\TV RETURN AND READMISSION

Third-country nationals who left the territory, by type of return, 2021-2023
Absolute number (and the share of the total)

Enforced return

2021 1050 (24.1%)
Enforced return
2022 925 (15.3%)
2023 Enforced return

1305 (19.4%)

7000

Source: Eurostat (migr_eirtn1)

Third-country nationals who left the territory, by type of assistance received, 2021-2023
Absolute number (and the share of the total)

Non-assisted return

2021 1225 (28.1%)
Non-assisted return
2022 2930 (48.6%)
2023 Non-assisted return

2945 (43.8%)

Source: Eurostat (migr_eirtn1)


https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/68c29928-347e-4131-bcbc-08e61f815d4b?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/bookmark/68c29928-347e-4131-bcbc-08e61f815d4b?lang=en
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